Surface markers of NK cells in peripheral blood of patients with cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma.
The surface markers and NK activity of blood lymphocytes in 38 normal controls, 57 cirrhotic patients and 22 cirrhotics with hepatocellular carcinoma were studied by the flow cytofluorometry using monoclonal antibodies. A reduction of OKM1+ cells was remarkable in cirrhotics, and a further decrease in HNK-1+ cells as well as OKM1+ cells was observed in cirrhotics with hepatocellular carcinoma, accompanied by depression of NK activity. We postulate that the decreased NK activity in these patients may result from the disturbed maturation of NK cells.